Historically, public open spaces within crowded urban areas have been considered an important asset for the citizenry. Parks (Lynch 1980; Sennett 1982 In the first decades of this century, reformist planners and playground movement advocates saw in the creation of neighborhood parks and playgrounds an opportunity for combating urban ills and revitalizing inner city areas. In contrast to the pleasure ground model, which tried to remedy the offenses of industrialization by providing an environment totally antagonistic to that of the industrial city, the neighborhood playground, with its hard paving and symmetrical arrangement of buildings, implied an acceptance of the industrial culture and an effort to rationalize it (Cranz 1978). Starting in the 1930s, the belief in the importance of active recreation for the promotion of health and physical development had an impact on the urban park. Park suppliers actively sought to accommodate the recreational needs of park users through swimming pools, ball fields, and tennis courts. As Galen Cranz (1982) argues in her book, The Politics of Park Design, parks became recreational facilities-single purpose, highly utilitarian establishments for the satisfaction of biological needs.
Past ideas and values about neighborhood parks continue to dominate and determine their present design and programming. In Cranz's (1982) (Rapoport 1977 (Rapoport , 1984 (Hendon 1981 Washburne (1978) , who compared low-income white and black families and found significant differences in their recreation patterns, noting that blacks in general had more limited access to leisure. In another comparative study, Meeker et al. (1973) found African Americans to be more group oriented in their leisure activities than whites, who tended to be more individualistic. The same researchers, as well as Kelly (1980) (Anderson 1978; Borchert 1980; Rose 1987 ).
According to anthropologist Dan Rose (1987, 94, (Rose 1987, 176, 178 Hutchison and Fidel (1984) James Rochas (1991, 25) (7.6%) and soccer (7.6%).
Hispanics, in contrast to other racial groups, were observed to actively appropriate the park space, changing it and adding to it in order to serve their needs. When no soccer fields were present in the park, players typically would adjust the space to their needs, bringing their own goal posts with them. Most family groups accommodated their visits to the park with many items from home. These helped to claim the territory, mark the turf, and in some way privatize public space.
For Hispanics the park is primarily a social space. Using Table 2 . Accompaniment to the park (from park users'survey). Younger adults seemed to divide their preferences among the aesthetic, social, relaxational, and physiological qualities of the park. Most middle-aged groups ranked relaxation as the most important quality of the park, stressing that they come &dquo;to sit and relax, to find some peace and quiet.&dquo; Elderly users, more than any other group, stressed the importance of the park for social contact. Even though half of the elderly respondents stated that they come to the park on their own, most of them got involved in some activity with others. The elderly seemed to particularly appreciate the opportunities that a park can offer for people watching, casual conversations, and card playing.
Women were a minority in the parks studied. With the exception of the park in South Gate, which enjoyed slightly higher levels of utilization by women on weekdays, all other parks had more male users (Table 6 ). Will Rogers Park in particular was mostly dominated by men. While one-quarter of the male survey respondents indicated that they came to the park alone, a very small percentage of women (6.8%) did so. Indeed, the vast majority of female respondents (74.4%) visited the park accompanied by one or more family members. These empirical findings are consistent with other research that reveals the underrepresentation of women in public spaces (Cranz 1980 (Daves 1989) .
In our study we found many women users in the outer spheres of playgrounds. Some of them voiced dissatisfaction that parks do not provide many opportunities for them, other than being passive observers of their children's play. Still, contrary to public perception that sees women as passive users of a park, a significant amount of younger female users (18.2%) were observed engaged in sport activities (tennis, basketball, soccer). Male participation in sports was much higher (31.8%).
Some differences were also noted between sexes in regards to the park's most liked elements. More men than women seemed to enjoy the social role of the park. This is consistent with other research that finds men more prone to intense and public social activities than women (Mozingo 1989) .T he physiological aspects of the park were almost equally valued by men and women. But most women in this category indicated playground equipment as the most liked park element, while most men chose the sports facilities. The aesthetic and relaxational qualities of a park were stressed by both sexes, while the psychological and educational qualities received low priorities.
Other variables are certainly influential in shaping park use and space appropriation. For example, income differen- 
